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USASpending.gov is the result of The Digital Accountability and Transparency Act (DATA Act) of 2014 that 
established new processes for agencies to improve data quality, transparency, and accountability. The data in 
USAspending draws from agency budget execution, agency financial systems, governmentwide award systems, 
and additional agency systems. The data in USASpending.gov contains agency account data, contract obligation 
and award data, and grants. 

Using USAspending.gov to analyze the market for your products or services in the Federal space gives you 
valuable information such as: 

• What products and services agencies are buying (i.e., by NAICS code, PSC code, and item description). 
• Where are they buying (i.e., geographic location, congressional district). 
• From whom they are buying (i.e., large businesses, small businesses, or other entities). 
• How they are buying (i.e., competitive actions or sole source, set-asides or full and open competition). 
• What they are paying. 

(NOTE: grants.gov is also a direct source for specific grants awards information.) 

Data is updated every day after nightly data pipeline runs, however, not all government data is publicly available 
or made available immediately.  

• DoD and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) data is delayed for 90 calendar days from public view for 
mission security purposes. 

• While most new contract awards made under competitive procedures are publicly announced on 
Contract Opportunities in SAM, many are not, such as task orders, delivery orders, etc. The associated 
detailed data for all awards (publicly announced or not) for these agencies are part of the data that is 
delayed from public viewing. 

• This means that if you are interested in, let's say, the complete data set of government-wide spend for 
FY2023 that includes DoD and USACE 4th quarter spend (spend through 9/30/2023) that it will not be 
available publicly in these tools until January 1, 2024. 

• Information that may include Personally Identifiable Information (PII), compromise national security, tax 
expenditure data, and Economic Impact Payments is omitted from publicly available data. 

This primer will use the Advanced Search features of USAspending.gov to find both prime award and subaward 
data. However, data can also be accessed as pre-generated files in the Award Data Archive or as customized 
downs in the Custom Award Data Download feature.  

 

Let’s get started! 
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Step 1 – Login to USASpending.gov 

No special access is required. Go to https://www.usaspending.gov/ and click on “Start Searching Awards”.   

 

The Advanced Search function will display.  

 

https://www.usaspending.gov/
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On the left menu are the filters that can be used to sift data.  Click on the arrow in front of each to open the field 
for further selection or search filters. A few examples are: 

             

     

 

Choose the filters that are most meaningful for your search. In this example, we will use 

1. Time Period: FY2022 and FY2023 
2. Recipient Type: Women-Owned Business  
3. NAICS Code: 541620 Environmental Consulting Services 
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Then, click “Submit”. 

The results screen first shows data by geographic location with several ways to view the data on the map such as 
place of performance, recipient location, country, state, territory, county, and/or Congressional district. It can 
also by shown by total spending or per capita spending,   

Going left to right on the screenshot below, the lightning bolts show us where the filters used on the left menu 
are listed (above the map) and can easily be removed if desired, an option to view only prime awards and 
transactions or subawards is available, options for sharing, export features, and other ways to parse the data as 
shown in the pictures below. 
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Scrolling further down the results page, the data is then depicted by awarding agency.  

 

However, the data can also be parsed by one of the following categories: 
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The high level results for each category look like this: 

Awarding Subagency:       

      

Recipient: 
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NAICS:          

    

PSC: 
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Assistance Listing (i.e., Grant, Loan, etc.) 

 

Under each category, the data can be expanded in several ways. A few examples are:  

Awarding Agency (High Level Result): Click on the agency name. 
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An agency data overview, status of funds, and award spending can be selected from the top or found by scrolling 
down the screen. 

 

By selecting a tab at the top, or by scrolling, the following data can be found 
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Click on a subcomponent to see details or click on the table icon to see the information depicted in an easy-to-
read table. 

Scrolling further down (or by using the top menu), you’ll find Award Spending Data. It is important to note that 
to view the correct subset of data (all awards, contracts, contract IDVs, grants, loans, direct payments, or other 
financial assistance), you must select the correct tab. 
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The Sub-Agency Name can be expanded to see awards by office. 

 

When clicking on the recipient under that category view: 
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A Recipient Profile is returned with an overview, transactions over time, and top 5 agencies from which the 
company has received awards. They can also be found by scrolling down the results screen. 

 

 

By clicking on the “View Awards to this recipient” link, USASpending.gov will take you back to the main awards 
page and return results of a data filter based solely on the recipient’s Unique Entity Identifier (UEI). Results by 
geography, category, time, and prime contract awards, contract IDVs, grants, direct payments, loans, and other 
will also be returned and can be viewed by scrolling down that page.  

                      

 



 How to Use USASpending.gov for Contract Award Data and  
              Federal Marketplace Research 

 

©Federal Subcontract Solutions LLC July 2024  13 | P a g e  
 

 

Recipient awards over time are also provided by scrolling down or selecting from the top menu. 

 

Transactions can be viewed by years, quarters, or month.  

The results are returned for the current fiscal year (FY). However, specific FYs can be viewed, though multiple FYs 
cannot be viewed from this screen (you must return to the advanced search menu and to query on multiple FYs 
from those filters).  
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Top 5 agencies and sub-agencies making awards to this recipient, NAICS and PSCs for awards, countries, and 
states/territories to this recipient are also provided.  

 

 

Navigate back to the main results screen by using the back arrows to the left of the URL bar at the top of the 
screen. 
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Once there, you can share or download data results. Clicking on “Share” gives you the option to share the data 
by link, email, or social media platform. 

  

 

 

By clicking “Download”, the system will ask you a few questions on how to generate your data file.   
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If you choose Award data, you will receive a high-level summary of each award. If you choose Transaction data, 
you will receive all details of each award, to include all modifications or amendments to contract awards. I 
recommend choosing “Award” to begin as modifications and amendments often include deobligations that 
clutter the data results. 

Next select “Everything” to receive all data points / fields available. 

 

Lastly, you’ll receive a notice that your report is being prepared for download. You can navigate away from this 
page but be sure to copy the link before leaving to access your report later. 
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Click “Close” to navigate back to the results screen. The banner at the bottom of the screen indicates the 
document is in progress.  

 

NOTE: Document generation can take a substantial amount of time, particularly for large data sets and 
depending on the time of day and activity on the site. It is highly recommended that you copy the link to your 
download to check the progress on report availability and view the document when available.  

(Note: This report was pulled at 10:55am on a weekday and took approximately 4 minutes to download.) 

The document will be available under Recent Downloads in your browser or “Downloads” in Microsoft File 
Explorer (or equivalent).  
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The zipped file must be extracted to view the data. 

The download will return files for each type of data available. “Contracts” files include contract award data for 
Prime and Sub awards. “Assistance” files include grants and loans data for Prime and Sub awards. 

 

 

(continued next page) 
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The file will look like this when opened in Microsoft Excel. You’ll want to save the file as an .XLS file then continue 
by employing data filters and expanding fields to see the data fully.  

 

Read through the column headers and hide any data columns that are unnecessary based on the information 
you want to analyze and view. FedSubK’s recommendations for the data that provides the fastest and easiest to 
under award details for prime contracts is found by using only the following columns: 

• B – Award ID PIID (i.e., contract number) 
• K – Total Obligated Amount (i.e., total dollars awarded on this action) 
• M – Current Total Value of Award (i.e., all dollars awarded to date) 
• N – Potential Total Value of Award (i.e., the current ceiling amount for the action) 
• Q – Award Latest Action Date 
• R – Award Latest Action Date Fiscal Year (if viewing multiple FYs of data) 
• T – Period of Performance Current End Date  
• Y – Awarding Agency Name 
• AA – Awarding Sub Agency Name  
• AC – Awarding Office Name 
• AT – Recipient Name 
• BF – Recipient City Name 
• BJ – Recipient State Name 
• CD – Award Type (i.e., BPA call, purchase order, delivery order, etc.) 
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• CL – Type of Contract Pricing 
• CM – Prime Award Base Transaction Description (i.e., description of services / products purchased) 
• CR – Product or Service Code (PSC) (NOTE: Column CS includes the PSC description) 
• CX – NAICS code (when searching multiple NAICS) (NOTE: Column CY includes the NAICS description) 
• DO – Subcontract Plan (let’s you know if subcontracting opportunities exist – applicable to large business 

prime awards only) 
• DQ – Extent Competed 
• DS – Solicitation Procedures  
• DT – Type of Set-Aside 
• EF – Commercial Item Acquisition Procedures (let’s you know if the purchase was classified as a 

commercial product or commercial service and procured under FAR Part 12 procedures) 
• GD – GV – Type of Firm – “t” = true or yes, this firm represents it falls under the column heading 

descriptor; “f” = false or no, this firm represents it does not fall within the column heading descriptor. 
• GW – Contracting Officer’s Determination of Business Size 
• Any other columns of interest such as Column DI – EPA Designated Product, etc. 

With this information you can analyze the data from a variety of perspectives related to agencies and their 
buying trends for your industry and business size.   

Using the data filters we set up in the .XLS, you can slice, dice, and sort the data further.  

For example, use the Awarding Agency Name filter to sort agencies in alphabetical order. 
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Or, by state to find awardees in your geographic area. 

 

The possibilities are endless on the amount of data and ways to view it. Look at: 

• The agencies buying and where their contract recipients are in terms of geographic area or business size. 
• The number of buys an agency has and the types of solicitation methods used. 
• The recipients receiving awards and their business size and type. 
• The total dollars spent overall is based on specific product or service descriptions that match what your 

firm wants to offer to the government. 
• Buying agencies / sub-agencies versus funding agencies / sub-agencies. When buying and funding 

agencies are different, it can indicate the agency that buys for the funding agency. Funding agencies 
typically indicate the agency that is the end-user or deals with the end user.  

USASpending.gov is another tool in your toolbox to research the Federal marketplace and provides the easiest 
more intuitive filters and outcomes to get you the information you need to make outreach and marketing 
decisions as you start or scale your offerings to the Federal Government. 

 

 

 


